Troop 57, BSA

Eagle Court of Honor

<New Eagle's Name>

<Date>

Welcome: <SPL>
It is my Privilege to welcome you to this Troop 57 Eagle Court of Honor.  At this time, will the Eagle Honor Guard please escort the parents of the new eagle to their seats.

(The Eagle Honor Guard escorts the parents down the center of the aisle, seats them and returns up the center aisle.)

Please stand for the opening Flag ceremony and the escort of the new Eagle, Scott Richmond, to the front.

Calls for Scouts Attention, Halt, Scouts Salute, and leads everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Post the Colors. Two, and then calls for the Color Guard and Eagle Honor Guard to retreat.

(They sit on the front row with the other scouts.)

Master of Ceremonies: <Scoutmaster or other Adult Leader>
Please be seated. Today we have the honor and pleasure of bestowing the rank of Eagle Scout to a member of our Troop. As we all know, Troop 57 has a long tradition of Eagle Scout. Compared to the large number of boys who register in scouting nation wide, somewhat less than 4 out of every hundred ever attain the rank of Eagle Scout. However, in spite of the demanding physical, mental, and moral requirements of the Eagle Rank, Troop 57 is proud to have an exceptionally large number of scouts who have earned the Eagle Rank. Today we are here to honor a new Eagle, <Eagle Scouts Name>, who is Troop 57's ???th Eagle Scout.

Would you all please stand now for the invocation, which will be given by ???. You may be seated after the invocation.

Invocation: <Pastor>

The Voice of the Eagle, <Adult Leader>
I am the voice of the Eagle. Since the beginning of time, man has used me and my brothers as a symbol of royalty, power, victory, authority, and valor. My strength and courage has inspired men through the ages.

Ancient man looked upon me as an inveterate enemy of serpents. They saw the battle between the sun and clouds as baffles between an Eagle and a serpent.

The Ancient Assyrians associated me with Ashur, the great sun god. I was awed and worshipped for my majestic beauty. In the Assyrian myths, I was a symbol of storms and lightning and the god who carried souls to Hades. In India and Babylon I was the symbol of fire, of wind and storms, and the bringer of immortality.

In The golden age of Greece, I was a symbol of victory and supreme spiritual energy. I was the sacred bird of Zeus, the ruler of all gods. The Greeks represented me with wings outstretched holding a serpent in my claws. Thus, I represented the triumph of good over evil.

In Rome, I was the symbol of Jupiter, the supreme god. The Romans saw me as the symbol of victory. As the Roman legions conquered the world, they marched under the standard of the Eagle, with outstretched wings. The Silver Eagle was the symbol of the Republic and the Roman Empire used the Golden Eagle as its symbol. I became the personal emblem of the Caesars, representing supreme authority.

In the Middle Ages, I became the symbol of Germany. And, as falconry flourished as a sport in Europe, only kings were allowed to hunt with an Eagle.

The rise of Christianity brought me still more honor. To the early Christians, the Eagle was the sign of ascension. This was due to the strong flight of the Eagle with its gaze fixed on the sun. In the early icons, I was best known as the symbol of St. John the Evangelist.

In the 19th Century, French Troops under Napoleon conquered Europe under the symbol of the Eagle. Many French Soldiers gave their lives to protect the Golden Eagle, which supported the French Flag on the battleground.

On June 20, 1783, I became the symbol of a new country. Because of my courage and beauty, I was chosen to symbolize the new United States of America. The Eagle became a prominent feature of the seal of the new republic.

From the early beginning, I have been used in many ways to symbolize the ideas of this country. Several states have the Eagle on their state flags. You can find me on the coins of America from the beginning to present day.

I have a prominent place in America as in ancient Rome, as a symbol of power and authority. The emblems of the President, Vice President, several members of the President's cabinet and most branches of the armed forces center on the Eagle.

From the god of the Assyrians to the symbol of the Caesars to the emblem of this country, it was thus fitting that the Eagle should have a part in the most momentous achievement of man. The Apollo 11 crew chose the Eagle as the name for the lunar module, which was to make history. And with the words of Eagle Scout Neil Armstrong- "Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed," - Man was on the moon. In 1911, following tradition as old as man himself, the Boy Scouts of America chose the Eagle to symbolize the very highest achievement. 

Master of Ceremonies, <Scoutmaster or other Adult Leader>
I would like to introduce Mr. William Mach, the Spirit of Scouting.

The Spirit of Scouting, <Adult Leader>
When a boy becomes a Boy Scout, there should be instilled within him something that we call the Spirit of Scouting. This candle represents that spirit. (Lights the candle.) Because the Spirit of Scouting embodies the fine principles of the Scout Law and Oath, it becomes a shining beacon of inspiration. Alone, this light may be feeble, but when multiplied by the millions of boys in Scouting, it can become powerful indeed.... A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.

And finally, in three parts of the Scout Oath, he promises upon his honor to do his best and to do his duty, first to God and his Country, second, to other people, by helping them at all times; and third, to himself, by keeping himself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.

The Voice of the Eagle, <Adult Leader>
This is the voice of the Eagle. The Eagle whose heights you have struggled hard to reach. We remember when you took your first step upon the base of the cliff, and how you looked up with ambition and determination. Look back for a moment. Look back over the cliff you have climbed. Look at the experiences you have encountered in your ascent. These experiences should not be forgotten. You should profit by making sure adverse experiences do not occur again.

We remember when you took your first step upon the trail that upward trail. With that first step you began building yourself physically, mentally, and morally. You started living the Scout Oath and Law.

(1st Scout turns on the light for Scout Badge)

All the time you were on the trail, we watched you study and we saw you learn by doing. Then there you earned those first awards and merit badges, you were given responsibilities. One proud night, your brother scouts called you Tenderfoot.

(2nd Scout turns on the light for Tenderfoot Badge)

Soon you reached the second ledge and there you were greeted by a large group of Second Class Scouts. To reach the rank of Second Class, you learned to work with members of your patrol and you began to develop patrol spirit.

(3rd Scout turns on the light for Second Class Badge)

Some like you were stopping to catch their breaths before continuing along the trail. You began to study more, you worked harder, and almost before you knew it, you came to another ledge where First Class Scouts dwell. When you reached this rank you were really First Class. You were an expert in the outdoor skills of camping, cooking, hiking, and first aid.

(4th Scout turns on the light for First Class Badge)

There you found a tempting green meadow by a crystal-clear stream bathed in the sun. Here you were tempted to remain. Yes, you could have remained there to live in the First Class glory, but your ambition stirred you on. We remember your advancement to Star Scout. As a Star Scout you learned to work with the younger boys in the Troop, passing along the knowledge you had gained.

(5th Scout turns on the light for Star Scout Badge)

We found the trail from First Class had been an optical illusion- not as it had seemed. This spurred you on, again you climbed further. Now as the trail was steeper, and less worn. Fewer Scouts seemed to be headed in your direction. You looked down and saw the crowds below you. You looked up and saw a few above you and, with the same determination with which you started to climb, you continued up the trail. As a Life Scout you demonstrated leadership in the Troop, and took in part in community service projects. 

(6th Scout turns on the light for Life Badge Scout)

The Life Scout Badge- the heart Badge- was placed on your uniform. You will never forget the thoughts in your heart- a feeling that has been experienced by most scouts on reaching the ledge of Life. "Now I am close to the Eagle, I will carry on. "The trail became tougher, but more interesting. The original principles, the Scout Oath and Law, now had a fuller meaning. Your understanding of them was greater. The rank of Eagle is Scouting's highest award. You had to earn 21 merit badges and plan, develop, and carry out an extensive service project, giving leadership to others. You also had to serve as a Troop officer for a specified time.

Yes, we have watched your character unfold and become more manly, we have seen your understanding of citizenship expand; we have watched your mind develop and your wisdom increase; and we have observed your leadership ability growing into a valuable asset. We have seen all these things in you, and now that you are at the threshold of your goal, we welcome you, for you have done your climbing in true Scout-like manner.

(Scouts who have turned on the badge lights return to their seats.) 

Voice of the Eagle, <Adult Leader>
Be seated.

Master of Ceremonies, <Scoutmaster or other Adult Leader>
The presentation of the Eagle Rank is an important and serious matter. For the Eagle Candidate before us today, this is the climax and goal toward which Scott has worked hard for many years. However, the attainment of this award is the culmination of the efforts not only of Scott, but of his parents and leaders as well. The Eagle Rank is the highest and most coveted advancement in Scouting. As the last major step in the advancement program, the Eagle Rank signifies that scouting has successfully achieved its purpose in the building of character, training of leadership, and practice of service. This is an occasion of great pride and joy, but also a time of reflection and contemplation. For the Eagle Rank is not merely recognition of past achievement, it is also an acceptance of greater responsibilities.

Certification of Merit Badges, <Adult Leader>
Proficiency in the various crafts and skills prescribed for the Eagle Rank has been checked, and the record of Merit Badges earned by Scott have been approved and certified. Scott qualifies on the basis of Merit Badge achievement for the Eagle Rank.

Certification of Leadership: <Adult Leader>
Scott has demonstrated his capacity and willingness to exert leadership in the activities that are constructive and worthwhile in this community. The record has been checked in Troop leadership, school affairs, and in other fields of work and service. We believe he has qualified to receive the rank of Eagle Scout.

Certification of Character, <Adult Leader>
I certify that Scott has demonstrated his willingness and ability to live and act in accordance with the ideals of the Scout Oath and Law in his daily living. We believe that he will continue to do so after receiving the Rank of Eagle.

Master of Ceremonies, <Scoutmaster or other Adult Leader>
Next we will hear from four Eagle Scouts who will help us understand the meaning of this achievement.

Eagle Scout Challenge, Eagle Honor Guard:

First Eagle, <1st Eagle Scout's Name>

The foremost responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with Honor. To an Eagle Scout, honor is the foundation of all character. He knows that "A Scout is trustworthy" is the first point of the Scout Law for a good reason. An Eagle Scout lives honorably, not only because honor is important to him, but also because of the vital significance of the example he sets for other scouts. Living honorably is a reflection of his home, his church, his troop, and his community. May the White of the Eagle Badge remind you always to live with honor.

(1st Eagle lights the White of the Eagle Badge.)

Second Eagle, <2nd Eagle Scout's Name>

The second obligation of an Eagle is Loyalty, without loyalty, all character lacks direction. An Eagle is loyal to his ideals.  To Thine own self be true, and it must follow as the night into day, you cannot then be false to any man, neither pain nor profit, nor personal loss shall swerve him in his loyalty. May the blue of your eagle badge always remind you to be loyal.

(2nd Eagle lights the Blue of the Eagle Badge.)

Third Eagle, <3rd Eagle Scout's Name>

The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be courageous. Courage has always been a quality by which men measure themselves and others. To a scout, bravery means the courage to face physical danger, and the determination to stand up for what he believes is right. Trusting in God with faith in his fellowman, he looks forward to each day, seeking his share of the world's works to do. Let the Red of the Eagle Badge remind you always of courage.

(3rd Eagle lights the Red of the Eagle Badge)

Fourth Eagle, <4th Eagle Scout's Name>

The final obligation of an Eagle Scout is Service. The Eagle Scout extends a helping hand to those who still toil up Scouting's Trail, just as others helped him in his climb to Eagle. The performance of the daily good turn takes on a new meaning when he approaches adulthood and continues service to others. The Eagle stands as a protector of the weak and helpless. He aids and comforts the unfortunate and the oppressed. He upholds the rights of others while defending his own. He will always "Be Prepared" to put forth his best.

(4th Eagle lights the Scroll and Eagle of the Eagle Badge)

(All Eagle Colors are on for a moment of silence.)

(All is turned off except for the Eagle Badge Colors.)

Presentation of the Eagle Award, Master of Ceremonies & Eagle Presenter

Master of Ceremonies: Will the new Eagle please come forward. Scott’s parents please come forward to stand beside their son as John Cooper announces the presentation of the Eagle Badge.

Presentation, <Adult Leader>:

Scott Richmond, we now proclaim to all the world your accomplishments. The Symbol of your success is the Eagle Badge, now to be presented to your mother who will place it on your chest.... And the Eagle neckerchief, presented to your father, who will in turn place it around your neck.... In recognition of the many hours of patient guidance given by your efforts, you will pin over her heart the Eagle Mother's pin.... And in recognition of many hours of patient guidance given by your father to you in your efforts, you will present him with the Eagle tie tack.... Scoutmaster Robert Garrett will now place the Eagle Medal on your chest to be worn as an even as brighter symbol of your honor, loyalty, courage, and dedication to service.

(Parents are seated)

Eagle Charge <Adult Leader>:

Would all the Eagle Scouts in the audience please come forward to stand beside Scott for the presentation of the Eagle Charge.

I have the honor of giving you the Eagle Scout Charge on the occasion of your elevation to the highest rank in Scouting.

The Boy Scouts of all nations constitute one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world's history and you have been counted worthy of high rank in its membership. All who know you rejoice in your achievement.

Your position, as you well know, is one of honor and responsibility. You are a marked man. As an Eagle Scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to country, to fellow scouts, and to all mankind in general. This is a great undertaking. As you live up to your obligations, you bring honor to yourself and your brother scouts.

Your responsibility goes beyond your fellow Scouts, to your country - and God. America has many good things to give you and your children after you. But these good things depend, for the most part, on the character and leadership abilities of her citizens. Our country has a great past. You are to help make her future even greater. I charge you, Scott, to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication. Be a leader, but lead only toward the best. Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the highest level of service to God and your fellowmen. So live and serve, that those who know you will be inspired to the finest living. We have too many who use their strength and their brains to exploit others, and to gain selfish ends. I charge you to be among those who dedicate their skills and abilities to the common good.

Build America on the solid foundation of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship, and reverence for God, and whatever others may do, you will leave behind a record of which every other Scout may be justly proud.

Scott, you will now rededicate yourself by the Scout Oath.

On my honor...

I will do my best.. .

To do my duty...

To God and my country...

And to obey the Scout Law...

To help other people at all times..

To keep myself physically strong.

Mentally awake...

And morally straight. . .

Charger, <Adult Leader>:

Your conduct along the trail has been excellent. You have rededicated yourself to the principles of Scouting, but one more thing is important- your future.

As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other Scouts of lower rank. You become an example in your community. Remember, your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you.

Scott, I challenge you to enter this Eagle brotherhood, holding ever before you, without reservation, the ideals of honor and service. By the recitation of the Eagle Scout Promise you will become an Eagle Scout. Though the words you use are similar to those by which you joined Scouting, they will mean more now than they could have meant at any time in the past. When you pledge yourself in your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout. Will the Scouts, parents, and guests please stand.

Eagle Pledge <Adult Leader>: (The Eagle Presenter does this)
Scott, give the Scout sign and repeat after me:

I realize my obligation to my fellow man. . .

My home, my country, and my God...

I will at all times do my best. . .

To assist other Scouts...

Who are climbing the trail of the Eagle...

And to give back more to Scouting than it has given to me. . .

And to be a living example to the Scout Oath and Law...

To the best of my ability...

Scouts, parents, and guests may be seated.

By the Authority vested in me by the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America, it is my privilege and pleasure to pronounce you an Eagle Scout. May the oath you have taken remain engraved on your heart forever.

Guest Speaker ???, Organization

Presentation of Texas Flag, (1st Adult Leader Reads, 2nd Adult Leader hands flag to <New Eagle Scout's Name>)

<New Eagle Scout's Name> it is my privilege to represent the Honorable ??? who regrets being unable to be here today. ??? asked me to present to you a congratulatory gift of the Texas Flag that flew over the State Capital in your honor of  attaining the Eagle Rank. He sends his congratulations and best wishes to you.

Presentation of the United States Flag,

(1st Adult Leader Reads, 2nd Adult Leader hands flag to <New Eagle Scout's Name>)

It is also an honor to present to you a gift of the United States Flag that flew over the capital on the day you passed your Eagle Board of Review. <Insert Date>. Congratulations. 

Master of Ceremonies, <Scoutmaster or other Adult Leader>:

The benediction will be given by Brother Steven Foster The guests are requested to remain standing during the closing flag ceremony, which will follow the benediction, and while the new Eagle Scout and his parents are being escorted from the sanctuary. Guests and members of Troop 57 are invited to Schreiber Hall to extend their congratulations to 

Scott and his parents at the reception. Scouts and scout leaders of Troop 57 are requested to remain in the sanctuary for pictures.

Please stand for the benediction and the closing flag ceremony.

Benediction, <Pastor>

Closing Flag ceremony, Color Guard and Eagle Honor Guard:

(As soon as the benediction is finished, the Color Guard members file out of their seats and take their places at the front. As the flag carriers pick up the flags, the music begins. Flag carriers proceed to the center aisle and each member of the Color Guard falls in behind the flag carrier as he passes, the Color then proceeds up the center aisle and out the back door. The Eagle Honor Guard escorts the Eagle a short distance behind the Color Guard, with the last two members escorting the parents up the aisle and out the back door. The music stops playing when the Eagle Honor Guard and parents are out of the Sanctuary.)

