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66 Years of Scouting Service

Dear Scout Parents:

We welcome you and your son to Troop 57. We would like to take this opportunity to pass along some history and information of the troop.

Troop 57 has been chartered to the First United Methodist Church of Garland, Texas, since the 1930's.  We belong to the Gray Owl District of Circle Ten Council of the Boy Scouts of America.  Hundreds of boys throughout our history have made Troop 57 famous as a hard working and award-winning group that is also great fun.  One of the main contributing factors to this continued high standard of excellence in our District and Council is the active cooperation and participation by the scouts and their parents.  When a boy enters Cub Scouting, he works with his mom, dad, or other adult on his achievements.  The monthly Pack meeting is a family affair and the entire Cub Scout program is designed to involve the whole family.  This family connection continues at the Boy Scout level, but in different ways.  Usually the boys will begin to want their parents to hang back and let them try things on their own.  Our goal in Boy Scouting is to provide a safe environment for the boys to do exactly that, having opportunities to learn and grow from their own successes and mistakes alike.  Don’t be alarmed if the activities of the troop appear somewhat disorganized, occasionally bordering on chaotic.  This appearance is intentional and is a direct result of the boys learning to do things for themselves, and it shows that the program is working properly.  Still, scouts will want their parents to help support the troop, attend special events, and to be present when they receive an award at a court of honor.  Parents are always invited and encouraged to attend our monthly troop committee meetings, which are held near the first Monday of each month in the troop room (check the calendar on the troop web site for details).  Although we operate on the basis that the boys learn only by doing themselves, we know that your son's interest and accomplishments will directly reflect your participation with him.  The time you spend with your son in Scouting is quality time between parent and son.  When you look back on the experiences you will share with your son in Scouting, you will remember those as some of the most rewarding.

The following handouts will give you answers to many of the questions parents new to Troop 57 will have.  You and your son are encouraged to ask me or one of the other troop adults any other questions you might have.

Sincerely,

J. Robert Garrett, Scoutmaster

(972) 496-3557 (home)

(972) 816-4763 (cell)

Email: scoutmaster@troop57garland.org   Troop web site: http://www.troop57garland.org
